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The only way of receiving the magazine on a4 
regular basis from now will be by taking out 

п gubnoription. There to an application form 
with this ismue. If you погвадіу buy this 
тијела at 8 ground, ма ‘a you to. Lake out 

A suhecrintion aas soon ай possible, and you 
Mill then rocelve the magazine for the next 

18 monta: 

Another ав jour change 1s the announcement that 
GAOURDUOPPER MAGAZINE and the GHOUNDHOPPER 

CLUN гп ከ0 marga. Talks are currentiy going 
on hetwaen this magazine and Steve Pettit who 
runs the ወዘ, Club, and as soon ап we have 

moro details about tha porgar; ше will bring 
them to you through the pages of this magazine. 
The future looks very exciting, and the plannad 
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GROUNDHOPPER NEWS ++ 


This appalling article 
that recently appeared 


in the Waterlooville Lynn in London 
v. Andover programme The column by exiied "Ville fan, Peter Lynn 
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Tony Williams, Editor of the excellent DORCHESTER TOWN have become the 
lF.A.Non-League Directory, which haa Intent Воазег League club to 

Just sold a Аулақ, 144,000 сорјав, Announce а major redevelopment 

18 to produce а new FA approved public- feof their ground. Тһе Premior 
ation that all groundhoppers will be Division club say they will be 
| interested in. It vill benan Ad size unable to stay in the league if 

| 4004 page book of Non-League grounds of | they fail to improve their Avenue 
all clubs in the FA Vano and Trophy, and | Oround and have drawn up а achemo 
48 due out next November. „Топу im 81111 | to completely redevelop the site 
in need of photos of grounds, so if you [with provision for a supermarket 
| qan supply any, please write to him at and office building. 

|2 ELDER COTTAGES, WATCH BEAUCHANP, The пеуап-асга site will be 
IrauwTON, SOMERSET, TAFT 678. split in two. The club retain 
All photos used will show the sender's half for the new ground built 
name, and all can be returned ол reguest.|with funds raised by the sale of 
| Ground photos are prefernb]e, but it the remaining land. 

you only have ection, these will do so [The club will seek planning. per- 
[long as the main feature of the ground шівнісп for а ground that feat- 
48 clearly ahown, such аа: stand, ste. ures а 600-seater stand, covered 
|The book will contain other information | terracing on all sides and m total 
‘such as club badge, how to.get to the | сарасібу of 7,000. They envisage 
|prounds, maps, eic, plus programmos. |а 30,000 square fest auperatore. 
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RICHARD CRABTREE'S 
HOPPER | 


^ Practice, 
CE not theor 

THE trouble with writing for " monthly magazine із that no sooner haa one 

issue been produced than the Editor vanta the copy for the next one, 


especially with Christmas and New Year deadlines looming. Hather than 
launch into a hurried article about groundhopping in a particular country | 
without the benefit of enough time to research it, I thought I would | 
describe а typical weekend in Europe watching football (if such а thing 
85285)» 

The dateline uas 19th December, the last Saturday before Christmas, в 
free weekend football-viss given that tha club I support had elected to 
| play on Friday evening and had scrasbled three precious points. Іп the 
past I had concocted some wildly overambitious plans to do at least four 
games all in different countrien on the samo weekend starting in some- 
| where like Nantes and ending up in Liege, but the thought of such a trip 
was probably more exciting than the resiity of almost non-stop train 
travel so these plans never came off. The basis of such а trip would be 
one game оп а Friday night, two on Saturday (one afternoon and one іп the 
evening) and one on а Sunday afternoon. This would include a огова- 
border dash between, say, Moenchengladbach and Venlo or Kaiserslautern] 
Homburg and Metz on the Saturday and would rely on all trains running on 
Lima. Probably why 1t sounds so appealing.... 

But I digress. My trip vas no more adventurous than a quick hop to 
Antwerp near the border betweon Belgium and the Netherlands. ለ visit to 
the local Britiah Rail Travel Centro on the Thursday before leaving 
пәсигей a five-day European Saver to Antwerp for £3) plus a LA ftis 

on the Jatfoil оп the outward Journey, This extra waa not absolutely 
necessary but it did help pasas the crossing quicker and allow ве to 
Arrive in Antwerp shortly after three in the afternoon, having caught 

the 08.00 train from London. Watching the sea go by doses get boring 
after about thirty seconds so anything that will liven up the journey 
such as an intereating book, is recommended, | 

The first priority on arrival wan а place to stay. The Information 
Centre right outside the station told me the Youth Hostel vas ahut but 
gave шо directions to a nearby Youth Centre. 500 france (about £8) for 

a single rooms, а couple of hours fighting through the christmas shoppers 
іп an attespt іс do some sightaesing, and 1% vas time te go to the 

first game. Antwerp currently has two teams in the First Division 

(Royal Antworp end асан and one in the Second Division (Bercham 
Sport) and since Royal Antwerp were league leaders, it wae to their 
ground in the North-East of the city that 1 headed for the match against 
Racing Jat of Егпвтеіп. The number twelve traa goes all the vay from 

the Railway Station to Royal Antwerp's Bosuil Stadiums as it does in the 
other direction to Beerschot'a Kiel Stadium in the South West of the 
olty. On arrival at the ground I bought a ticket for the covered 
standing aren Гог 300 franca (4 to £4.50) which turned out to be а 
paddock in front of a very English-style stand. Seeing that both ends 
rose very high in order to сговђе a vast bowl, I decided to " to the 

one end that was open to get a better view. There 18 а club shop under 
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the terracing and the view was Hüp- 
Arb ns Antwerp. leading by only 3-2 
at half-time, ran in four goals Lo 
гпсогй n 7-2 vin. Тһе rémninder of 
the ground is bench meating. ለ 48- 
page large format programma wae 
available for 40 france, 

Tha next day I travelled back 
arda üstend, the port sont 
ient lor train passengers, 
but at Bruges. Since the town ham 
two teane (Club Brugge and Cercle 

or 0,8.Brugge) who play at the same 
Olyapliapark Stadium, (ого 18 
virtually always a match on on а 
иду in the season. Club Brugge 
ara tne popular team and over, 30,001 
ከጻ] been present to soe Andarlecht 
(play tham the last tine | had been 
thare. Cercle, by contrast, are 
mupported sore by ፳10216-01888 
paople, and have a hardcore of only 
about, fanc. About that number 
Were mcaáLtered about the impressive 
32,000 capacity ground іс яав Char- 
јего, captained by English libéro 
Kevin Pugt, beaten 3-1 іп a match 
ңінояіб totally devoid of atmosphere 
and passion. Tho ground is modern 
with two splendid identical ganti- 
lever stands ፲ each other, 
each with standing below, 
cavered terracing at each end. 
There mre two ölüb ghopn 
under the west d different 
programmes are Gercle'g 
éontailns 24 vory large pages ond 
65858 only 30 franca. 

Having left the mateh a Сам minutan 
marly to get the number five bus 
басак te the station, I saw tho gata 
hum hurtling past ап I reached the 
main rond. This entailed а run of 
йота bwo miles back to the natation 
Гог the five ko (816 to 
Üstend which ¢onnected with the 
қық Torry to Dover. 1% alao 
&imost 6ቨ!81596 8 córonary Гог your 
асгіһе who found out Just how unfit 
ከ8 was! Nevertheless, tho 1881 
train from Dover to London on m 
Sunday evening was caught with at 
Тана six minutes Lo spare and all 
Whe well. Unfortunately, my сініп 
for trevel expenses was met with 
ађову tndiffersnoe by the Editor 
who informed me that the shoestring 
on which this sagezine was run had 
впяррай thé previous week. 

What а 1if&..... 
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{паме and find 
pages wlli now 
on and ground photos, 
ıt spread of auperb photons 
рреаг next month. 

11 have that AUSTRALIAN None 
Longue football feature, held 
over from thia month due to l&ck 
of прасе, 

There wlll be wll the 
tured inoluding "Hy 
"Shop Hopper", plus all the j 
ettorna, photos and nows thal 
makes OHOUNDHOP MAGAZINE t 
best magazine on Non-League 
football currently availiable, 
Thote will be so news on the 
merger between the G.H.Club and 
GROURPHOPPER MAGAZINE. 

Thaore'g 1 а በርህ 


ba 


ОМА] fen- 


Honth", 


rest 


„па 
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Part 1 of 
on Non-League football in 
* Plus lots, lots, sore! 
AND REMEMBER: From next month, you 
cannet buy the magazine st Won-Lea- 
gue grounds. Subscribe ісіну: 
THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR THE 
INDEPENDENT NON-LEAGUE TRAVELLER! 
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going their way. : 
After the game, there was just те 
for another nvift half in the Social 
Club before catching thea 92 bus 

at 4.00pm outside the ground back 

(о Malton and finally reaching Man- 
chester at 9.15pm, but well worth 
it. Т would recommend а visit to 
Pickering Town to any ‘hopper’. 

RON AAGSAAM, 24 AURGIN MALA, COLL 
ለአያ VILLAGE, MANO MEST Ed, ITO. К]. 
boar GROUNDHOPPEN MAGAZINE, 

Apart from my fortnightly visitu to 
wateh Wimbledon, and my occmalonal 
away trips with the Done, when 1 
enn, me and khe dog go roaming 
around the home eountien to Non- 
Leagua football matches, Мові gnmos 
are in the evening zo the Leama I 
Watch are normally in the Vauxhall- 
Opel League, but when I don't go 
анау wlth the Wombles, one young man 
and his dog, brief саве and white 
stick go to other leagues, where 
there sre grounds cannot get Lo 
midweek, either becasurss of their 
dimntünnes ог hasesuss they- hava no 
lights. ዘሃ do actually a rat- 
Ired guide dog which belonged to my 
mother. The dog іп an 116 year old 
white lab with the пале of Brosdie, 
1 take her ав conpuny and 88 а holp- 
ful guide in the dark, oven if only 
on the 18841, The ground I last 
visited май Gigg Lane, Brockonhuret 
and L will now tell about my visit, 
[| arrived at Brockenhurst on 8 train 
from Waterloo at 1.75, with the 
kick-oaff not until 3pm, # 1 decided 
to give the бора run in the New 
Forest, 1 arrived at 2,30, раја my 
ТОр өлігатас and 10р programme and 
than һай «a look inside the Ulubhouoe 
mainly to apend a penny. With the 
bar not open until іре, thonn in 
the Clubhouse wore watching TY ог 
playing pool. Ап for the ground, 
thera меге two stands, ап old wooden 
one behind the near goal next to tho 
tea bar, with a capacity of 70, and 
the other along one 8188 of tho 
piteh above the dressing rooms, 
having four long rows of wooden 
bench seating for 150. With sonoret 
hard atanding behind the near ром 


Lt 


LE 
жаз 


andun to the main stand, and on the | 


Bids uas just grase. With the cap- 
aclty of Grigg Lane something in the 
region of 1,800 with 250 being 
eovered bench seating, 1t is quite 
small but compact. They have teh 
pylons, each with 3 lighta, making a 
total of 30. А supporter told me 


GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE 


that the 


obtained the lights fron 


| Spulhampton 7 or B years ago. 


As for the gone, it wae а Wensex 
League match, which the ex-Lendon 
Spartan League side won 3-1. Thatchsg 


|acored in the 33rd, 60th and 6101 
‘minutes and with Brockenhurst mscoring 


18 the 35th minute, With tho atten- 
dance being around 50, the programma 
had 20 pages, 9 of these being mda, 
the front card cover showing the 

hase of Ekê club and ground, and 
giving the name of the club sponmors, 
Algo there was a picture of а bndger 
811 in blue ink on white. ለ nito 
programme to ፳9 with пісе and 
friendly Little club, and ground. 

Оле thing that did surprise me wae 
the cattle grids around tho town, 

and even one in the entrance Lhe 
feotball ground. The reason for 
those were ао that the ponlas in 
Нан Forest would not go onto the 
aain roads and get run over. 
Sorry I could not send any photon 
of the ground due їо my visually 
handicapped reasons as am noL vary 
good іп taking photos such Бай 
спит. And an for the dog, she 
Teck more interest in saking friends 
with the ponies than watching tha 
fontball. 

іп totel, a nice afternoon out, 
anpecially as I had time to have а 
wander Into the New Forest. 
OOTATE, 3 WES? 
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Dear GHOUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE, 

Being ዜ South Liverpool supporter, 
reoantly attended the J matchen 
Lincoln 5457 in the FA Trophy. 
In the 2nd replay at Lincoln, a | 
strange decision by refores Mr. Maki 
grentod us during the second half, 

ለ South player booted the ball tow- 
күйе the Lincoln ares, the City ponl 


V. 


‘Keeper came out to meot the ball, 


the only player around was an оп= 
coming Beuth player, but with the 
ball babbling in the mud, the Коврег | 
bent down and touched the ball with 
his hand, realising he was outside | 
the ares. We roced back to hin goal 
and I expe sted a free kick and 
maybe = booking Tor the goalies, 
referee not only didn't book hin, 
he waved play on. Сап anyone expiat 
that? With lusk 12፪8 that, Lincoin 
have their паве on the ҒА Trophy 
already thir season i 
PAUL COTTIER, J ЛЕТИЕ 
SPERE, СІРЕКРООІ 
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mu TED FAUOUF 
in NON-LEAGUE 


Аз а regular supporter of Wealdstone FC over the inst 22 years my travels 
have taken me to 138 different Non-League grounds, in addition to 4B of 
the Football League grounda whilst straying to savour the delights of 
Chelsea pre Dave Sexton's mutilation. Picking ten favourite Non-l.eague 
grounds із no easy task as ao many hold different memories, but here 
сеа» 





TON UNITED: This ia quite simply the finest ground outside the 
ваше as anyone who has been to York Street will testify. If 
the club couid match what they have created in bricks and mortar with 

a comparable team, it would be soaring up the Football League by now, 

The only eriticism has been the demise of the Club Shop on safety grounds 
іп recent seasons, 


1) BOS 





2) BURNHAM: The second Qualifying round of the Ғ.А, Cup in 19/2 took us 

tn the then Hellenic League club Burnham, A month later we were to go down 
ћез to Third Division Aldershot іп a later round, but at Burnham it was 
Wesldstone аз the Southern League Premier division side who were possible 
ziant-killing victims, A crowd of 892 at The Gore made it an occasion to 
remember with the home club PURSE everything from Scots pipers to 
refreshments for all,way beyond their normal capabilities. The eftort put 
in to mike us welcome gives Burnham в place іп my top ten, 


3) BOSTON: No, І haven't repeated myself! A pre-season Friendly іп August 
1975 took us to the Midland League Champions most recently seen in the 
Northern Counties (East) League, іп BO degrees of sunshine the home side 
put 4 goals past us as well as hitting tne woodwork twice, but what I maat 
recall was the finest playing surface ever witnessed described in our loca 
paper as ¿“only the presence af the goalposta belied tne fact that it was 
not ጸ bowling green", 


ia) олым энш Perhaps the  eeriest atmosphere 1 have experlenced 
was on в freezing winter afternoon at South Elmsall, The fog was во thick 
that one could not see the width of the pitch never sind from one end of 
the pitch to the other. Having ventured round the ground for a hot drink 
only the shouts of our die-hard supporters behind the far goal informed 

me that we had scored, A small fire started near the players' tunnel added 
to the lack of visibility and the famous mba, ade running the length of 
one side of the pitch cast а ghostly silhouette over the proceedings, What 
springs to mind even more than the strange atmosphere of this match was tt 
welcome given to our travelling fans - pies and black pudding to reward us 
for our perseverance іп reaching the game with the compliments of a very 
courteous club which hopefully will soon be back in the Conference, 


5) GLOUCESTER CITY: The first leg of the Southern League Cup Final in Apri 
1947 Saw а 2500 crowd assemble nt Horton Road to provide an electric atmos 
phere for a prestigious occasion, Our 19-year old full-back won the game 
with а volley from the edge of the penalty box. His name? None other than 
Stuart Pearce now Captain of Nottingham Forest and an England Cap. This ga 
in a huge stadium was one of the tensest I can remember and 1 witnessed or 
of the best ever goalkeeping performances from Нау Goddard to set us up fi 
the second leg. 


Б) FARNBOROUGH TOWN: I was really impressed on my only visit to Cherrywoor 
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ITE GROUNDS 
FOOT BALL un 


Koad. Not only were the home team superb in an B&B goal feast, but the whole 
seteup smacked of а club renlly on the way up, Their present rise to the 
top of the Vauxhall-Opel League since then has backed my optimistic belief, 
А п excellent view from the stand, п superb variety of refreshments and ከ 
food Club Shop, What more could one want? 





7) RS SOUTHAMPTON: The demise of thin club 18 іп my mind tragic and 1 class 
ከሃጸፀጌ4 as being fortunate to have managed to aee the ground for a pouthern 
League fixture а few seasons ago. When I walked into the Hoad-5oen Far 
Stadium, 15 immediately struck me as a model round. If I had to start fros 
scratch and design a ground I could not have designed a more pleasing, neat 
and picturesque format. Ап excellent clubhouse and и superb playing surface 
completed the top class impression I formed and 1 think It very sad that 
circumstances led to the club's demotion, 


B) SOUTH BANK: Fellow Wealdstone supporters will te amazed that 1 have selected 
the Northern Leaguers as a favourite ground, биг visit there for a Thursday 
evening Ғ.А. Trophy герізуіп March 1986 saw us relieved of the Trophy we had 
clinched at Wembley the previous Мау and commence a run of 15 games with only 
ane win up to the end of that season, It was quite в fest reaching this 
Worthern outpost by public transport for m mid-week game but the atmosphere 
made the effort worthwhile, The crowd of 1157 was 10 times larger than some 
of the club's League attendances and the cold night added to the giant- 
Killing occasion. One could not help but feel privileged to be pert of а 

most exciting night for the home club and their hospitality before our long 
journey home essed the disappointment, 


9] BATH CITY: Another strange choice for a Wealdstone: supporter as the Avan 
side are a "bogey" side that we rarely seem to heat. Nevertheless Bath remains 
спе of my favourite cities in Lhngland and 88 soon as the fixture із known I 
hurry to book up а week-end визу in the anoa, The setting of the ground in 

the ከ1138 would no doubt appeal to Steve Pettit nfter reading his selection 

of favourite grounds, Once again the absence of the Club Ghop on safety 

rounds coupled with a suspect playing surface are the main faults detracting 
‘rom the pleasure of visiting Twerton Park, 





10) WEALDSTONE: ፲ could hardly lenve put my own club after so many years! 

пеп moved fto the Harrow area 1 tried one game at every local ground having 
become hooked on Non-League footbsll as an Веуваг old at Kingstonian and 
Hampton. Something special appesled to ти nt Lower Mead that 1 could not put 
into words though of course it was o superb team in action then in those 
Amateur Cup winning days, The terrace humour and the family feel of the away 
support ta see the Stones in action elsewhere kept me hooked at Lower Mead 

and T am still there 22 years later. Despite the abysmal football currently on 
offer І expect 1'11 still be there ій Another 22 увага! time! 


Fusthes tw она comment on Poa O- uf tiga motha (зе, we wall not се чё = 
Газалу uny толе of your antcetes іп the Top 16 tonnia ен а Аш ርፍ ዲህ 
deactaptaona. of Fesai Жипсиз24ғ gaéuhnda, Auch gs that БАЧКА ሀሪ писаће 

іп Биле ጽርዳ፻ዳ”.፡ сате 

Hen magazine Ga Laying іс ртотебе Kon-ieugue Жесббейі, not (езіле the 
image of taddindval célula thtouyh MEU comments wad temu1As, We usa 
Ante Chet the ресрбе aunndag ህያያ Non-League céuks de nct infentrontty Ені 
theia gaounda déleasomute, ሆጽሆ 41 ፈሓ ӘЛЕН оно fuck ef cuak und | 


э {ш Ё 
іһші dome giounds une luckáng 4n исі Аф. 
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4 ብቴ салу play at the Bs die Stadion 1r 
000. capaoity gro rund apes 13 houses 8 
ound track around the out ida. 
nied &Bbout 11 miles Fron 'Nantwich and if 
п from Cheaters ік ін 105 miles from Lone 
іп Cheshire. гато] by train from Auetan 


8 £21.00 (Railcard holdera pay £13.85]. 

a change at Crewe. ПМесоптелдай train 
5 ዳሾ lows ЇГ you wish have 8 look 
nd the town before the цаво: = Euston 09. 
Crewo 11,03, Dep: Crewe 11.32 (Plat 10)» 
t Winnford 11.45. Coming back, the time 
ай follows: Winaford 17, Arr: Crewe 
owe 18.07, Arri Euston 
minutae walk to the ground. Just 
turn left, and keep walking until you 

11, Turn right into Кілдвыау; and follow 
the ground and lights behind the hounos, 
КЗЗ, K37, X19, 120, X21 6 the дгош 
6 are a few pubs on the way to the 
Oddfellows Armes, а Chesters pub, or Popsi 
the car park corner of tha ground, you 
will: see The › House, а Whitbread pub. 
At the Wharton Road, by ን 
እዩን ይይይ 18. Lion, 8 Grnena&ll Whi 
pun, нені opp is Chasers, 8 pub aes 
теп 1р እ int though this is rether 
noisy i estuhl ishment. Probably 
best the bu пен is The Ark, 

serving bitter at 508 a pint. 
The town centre is the usual 
ihoapping inc but for 
quite excellent піла 
have an extensive m 
neal, Lea's Fish 
ініра in the shop 
The ground itself 
rith a rensonnble 5 
round (sne photo] 
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Er..sorry it's 
wrong team! 


OUR THE ҰЛ Cup 2nd "папа 
DN between UNITE 
IDÜEHMINANS the 24,052 
eràwd VETE. laughter when 
the gent on tannoy prosluimsd 
вину the ከ817, "And 
the Tet Kettering У 
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Егіс Bnow of Windaor writen:e- One 

of the funnlest football stories | 

know happened it yoarg Aga, 1 шап 

ап duty patr gardena прев 

288 Saturday matah 

Мал on in tho ground And 
|І wandered пак n go TKO or 

what WORM playing. 

На complained that his team kept 

losing owing to Lhe poor play of 

the defenders in front of him. 

Apparently, they wore nluAys scoring 

oun goals. Не stressed that this 

мая happeni every week. Мо pooner 

had hm mati: the opponents set 

up an Atta fame put to roll- 
ect the bal his right-back 
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took a wild 4 at the ከ811 and 
put it th 1 T 
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Haid; "Tou 

can't you?" 
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ALFRETON Town play in the Northarn Ргошјег паа 
Division Ола after winning the Northern Поппт | 
East F.L, last memmson, and play рана ал 
pamen siu) арызы Alfreton (known nm Met 
ዝፄ i кае | own Ground) a capacity im npproxinntely 
т GROUND >} 4 6,000, out of which there ore ለፀብ 120 anata 
АР HOPPER m in the sain staind on the far side opposite tne 
changing горап, This eorrugntod stricture 18 
Focus ON... painted Inthe olub colours of rod and white, 
4 and aloo ilneorporuton standing room ht olthes 
8118 of the seated section, the santa withis 


ing rooms: i8 cordoned off from the public an 
: San T Пав been made шаап open gesting ares in ordor Lo 
Accommadate club and visiting ufficiala. "his seats 40. _ Behind the 
bottom gü&l Lhere-1s a grass banking that rises 55091 ssven feet from the 
pitch level whilat at the Тар end there ін в covered anclomuro where there 
nre about six staps of concrete terracing: This structure tania, atout 
twenty feet fromthe playing area perinetor fencing. ) € 
There are two refreshzent Вага ni the Town Ground, well stocked with alt 
the usual itens although one of the local dellcacies in müshy peas ህከ1ሮ8 
moat af tho home supporters purchito without the cuntomary pork pie (and 
mint вамоо) aH із copaon nt most northern based clubs. The main ton ከዘ 
im wall situated just inalde the main npaetator entrance so потопе gould 
ponnibly mion it. Publie bar fucilitians nro avaliable to visiting 
supporterd in the form of a clubhause which iu loented јмаћ outalde tha 
ground. Thore ја n largo concert ronm. two rooms having duat boon added 
to include a kamen room nnd lounge at the eost of £30,000. 


| 


forthe ground, and as well ав this, there 18 adequate pnrking in the 
straetn. The matchday programme han changed twice so far this 868፳68ኔ 
starting off the: Besson with m plosay cover in red and white with п phote 
on the front and containing 16 pages including ТЕ pages of advarts, but 
now containing & рініп red and white cover and only 12 55685 [ses пах! 


Lt 


pagaj. Normal niduaek mniches ata played on a- Wednesday, with a 7. 10р 
kisk-cff. Anyone desiring to stey in the district vill find plenty of 
places offering seconmodation SY The King Alfred, Tha Plough, nnd 
two 81168 пиву at Junction 29 of the ከ11 is the Swallow Hotel. 

The telephone numbor at the elub for matoh лене, information or 8849221855 
T: iu Alrreton 
[0773) 83470715 
Adminsion pricasi 
Lo ganan nre 
£1,20 for Norte 
ern Premier 
Lengum паһаһав, 
with DAF a and 
children рілуіне 
60p. Like most 
qlube, attond= 
anced іп later 
yesraü have: bies 
deniining, wits 
the average now 
being about 200% 
a long ory Стон | 
the days when m | 
| lnenl derby vici 
Matlock Town 
would regularly 
Lira, between 
Town Ground. | 2,000 nnd 5,0008 | 
The mtandard of 
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LOCAL PAPERS UP AND DOWN THE 
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е biggest coverage,but 41 ма шек County 
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Combination East 5ussex League Cc. but poor ወብ 
by Sussex Newspapers i! (аһ Stre we 








Pasillanfraith, of tke Abacus Walsh League, 
sttionsl Division, play st Тајмуд Park, 
Pontllnnfraith, near Binskwood, which da se 
pral miles north-east of баер уе 
To reach Pontlanfraith, catch a bus fros 
Cardiff. Bus No.25 (Cardiff-Traedoger]) atc: 
іл Pontilanfraith but tha fantor X25 stops 
only at Blackwood, some 20 minutas walk av 
Faro ie £1.65 return, journey tine: ТЕ hour 
Trains leave London's Paddington for the 
74% wile Journey to Cardiff nti0.00 аза 
11.00,-arriving- zt 11.4156 and 12.53 réspeet- 
- ively. . የ5፳25ጅ back, trains lesve Cardif: 
; LL ኳር 18:26 and 19:31, arriving back at Padi- 
= Geek at 20.26 znd 21. 24. Fara ip :223:(0፤፤ retire 
with discounts for raficard boidsrs. 
The ground at Talwyn Fark ік shared between the football, rugby and 
ericket clubs who all циа the council owned facilities. ^ The ground ha: 
fiat grassed standing roam Bil round tha pitch, with one lurpa but Fath 
old stand, seating арргпкіндісіу 500 spectators. Whon entering tha 
round, there іш m car park directly im front, snd m rond thet leads те 

to tha cricket pavilion. This side of the ground fran the сар park іс 
|vhare you will soe the stand, bullt from concrete, which һап wooden 

innks bot without any. biok rests. 

Inder the stand, you will find à refreshsent атта sorvinug tho usual ከ65 
and cold drinks, etc, and next door are the dressing roomb. 

At present, thera ЈЕ not. Clubhouse at Fontilasnfraith, although thers 
say Бе опа built in the paar future, 
| There іп а fixed rail all wround the nitch, and behind. the: n Tp 
пее rugby posts! The oricksi square із lemedistely behind this. 

is a stream аб the other end of the ground, and oppoktte the SUME 25% 
will see а email grass inscia гез Ter spectators жы Аун, Tümninc 
0 

Before. 1964, the 
town's: football tes 
vers called Switch 
when the company of 
that nane loft the 
area, the: present 
club was forned. 
Pontilanfraith tha: 
joined tho Welsh 
Loague in 1972. 
| The ground general: 
im, ns you would. 
expect from a club 
of this size, quite 
[| amail and basic, 

| but to pany of per 
| groundhonpera, tis 
is al] part of tre 
| &ppaul of tha hobby 
Pontllanfraith ds 
issue programssos f- 
sll home poses [see 
next рарв) which 42 
295. It ham rather 
hama-mada fool to : 
vith tenes, club 
statistics and а 
- Шы longue пар all comp 
The stand at Pontlianfiraith FC. listed An manuserip 
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Сам | HAVE Mv BALL BALK PLEASE 


it is not often that the ball goes out the ground in a Football 
League gamme, though shen Hest Ham пай the піс Chicken Aun it mae 
Quite common. Since the Gemis of this side of the ground, 
apart fros ሀርጠሮዊፃ9# Hurst once clearing the North Bank with а shot 
I cannat recall any other lost ball incident. 


Dutside tne League it 15 all too regular. The ground маз 
Leyton. The centre forward pounded doen the pitch. Only the 
пере“ to beat. Не swung at the ball. tt cleared the keeper, 
əсе over the bar, kept on going, Over the etting at the back е 
Leyton’ & ground, and sent crashing through а Bathroom window. 
Halé а minute later а somewhat irate person appeared at the 
&hattered window, but surprisingly did not stay to watch the 
game, for did he offer the ball back. 


A wiit to Highfield, now long gone, was &lway& interesting, 14 
the ball eent out behind the far goal, there was a fast running 
river right behind, and the club officis] мас armed with a 
fishing landing net. He hed approximately thirty seconds to 
retrieve the hall, before it di&taposared round the bend and 
towards the Thames. This happeced sis tised shen | sas there, 
and ће got it Басы every tise, but only just. 


Do yt knows -hich team have kicked the bali out of the ground 
the есес tiees іп a televised game. Yeu, you are quite correct, 
it ds Crook Town, who managed to clear the main stand at Romford 
ain times during the televised Amateur Cup дата in the early 
30° s. (Foeford complained bitterly that they did not want TV 
coverage of this match, and afterwards were scathing in their 
criticism of thm crowed., which wee only 7.500. Teo season’ s 
earlier 17,000 had attended for a similar match.) 


My favourite lost ball incident маз not in «act а loet ball at 
all, аз 11 came back. I was at Welling Utd., and their ground 
adicina& а main road. The shot cleared the bar with ease, and 
жаз sailing тајтњезса | у  cnweards shen it was headed bark bv à 
London double decker bus, таст 1 am certain jumped teo fort 
into the air te connect. 


Lastly one match [ went to had sore loet balls than shots. i 
маз recently ас Clacton, where, in addition to having по 
programme and no covered accommodation, the teo teams had no [dea 
wheres the goal was either. Only four shots in the whole match, 
but the ball cleared the ground no fewer than nine times. 


Алу advance on nine 7 
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The majority of non-league followers like to visit a ground new 
to thes, and if there із a пен programme аб the end of it as 


well, ъс much the better. On the January day in question, ту 
Own teas had ғо match eg | had the choice of «here ta go. Мұ 
intention мав а пен Ground ата a пен рғооғатте, No real 


dBi*é$irulty, plenty of choice, Or so Î thought. 


The rain was coming down in tuckets. With the strong possibility 
аі а postponememnt 1 decided to make а sertis jounrey. Firet 
Ееһзіст eas Writtle. There wat to be a pitch inspection but chery 
were hopeful. I phoned back at 12, and yes it мая on. Excellent 
ground directions wers given, and then the question, {= there a 
programme, ""es' mas the reply, Sut oot today, wm did not have 
time to get ong done, 


Бо Writtle could wait lor а week cr tea. Ment 1 tried Park 


Street (Herts. County), and the person «ho angered had no idea 
ії а watch mas оп. Warmley; (game league), and after several 
аттаарты 1 gave up — па answer, 12.50 and time ыза against mp. 
Clacton neat. Ма аптытғ. Eton Manor. Маз атн. D was 


beginning tc wonder what наз thë point c! having a phone. True 
rain һай noe reduced to a &teady doenpocur, but ties мађ rapnidiw 
approseching 13.00. 


inm desperation 1 phoned Hawerhil i. Чеп the таза nad just іші! 


te go to Cilacton èno the match might be o^, бә a precaution 1 
checked that Brecightlingswa û паз маз on, and off | went, down a 
"Ру -atericgged Ald, Ез ағғіуе at a wiodcaeept and raintweg! 
Ciac ton just atter 1400. Наз the сате пп, Үе Gort of, The 
referee as inspecting the pitch የመ, and would sake а deel он 
shortly. By 1420 по decision, and it “as toc late to go anywhere 
vits Dy nue (Brigntlinguea started zt 1400). sc | walt and honei 

At 1415 sose club officials encavour to stoo the perisetsr fence 
trom Blowming e in the gale, and at 1585 የየ watch із оғ. 
LoT 1 ac I ting umm na Brig amem. I ahould have gone to 


Writtie all along. 
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SPECIAL SOUVENIR FOUR - 
PULL-OUT FEATURING... 


Facts about the Club 


BURY TOWN have been іп existence ainoo !872, althoug! Mey мәре те Гаги 
in 1986 aa Bury Т FG и They have a proud history, and perhaps 
their grestest momint o бейне 1 the 1968-59 whe бет: 
Round of the ЛА ара and menaiged Gah Faw nt thei 
before toing knaocker ІІ ። 1 This gant 
pe enit PF YXDUO At 1 D тоц! ihoy аға founder 
vw КА [1885) and of t іңдіфегп ርበህቨኒ18፤ Lengu је d 
ivari | ' іп the Bouthern League, Bury Town reverted 
Countin sapie stntus until thay gained éntíry thin 
ion Une South. 1l record s adanc п 
ior the 
ere fown 1 
Eastern GCountioa League ር опа in 1953-5! and runnermeu 
They have also won numerous county cup competitions includil 
Suflalk Senior Cup honours on no less ti \ 
They һауе also been members of the Metrope lits ‚ёш an it sin 
1968-69, and finishing runners-up in 1967-68. They are nlcknamed "Tha 
819108! and club ooloura are aky & navy t | stripes, binck ahort 
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ча "мум AE ДАЛЕ are up to 84 pages, and the sports 
covarapge із good Including пома and 
reports of Bury, ahevford and others 
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with COLIN PEEL 


The reécant articlea by бігіз Ashbridge have illumstrntad the tremnondoum 
fee ግቶ ላ. opportunities open to people betwoon the ages of 18 and 26 
[I they were to purchase an IntersHail ticket which gives you a month's 
rail travel over muon of Europe. Apart from the beaton track of Beil 
avin, Benelux and Korthern Germany, the potential is there for some resi 
Pilonsoring hopping for the travel-sad football enthuaiast, The oxtreses 
Are Portugal, Morocco, Yugoslavia, Greece, European Turkey, and a couple 
pf Warsaw Patt countries: The mind boggles at the tromendaus scope: | 
provided by the inler-Hall ticket = just take k look at the пар of Eure 
Think of the groat names of Europian soccer ~ Jt Etienne, Benfica, ከ881 
Madrid, Juventusm, Red Star Belgrade, Panathinalkon, Rapid Vienna, Daysrm 

Munich - a myriad of spectacular ntndia a train ride азау, 

Hy priame of Inter-Rall and its bensfita for the young gronndhoppar stem 
from perdonal experience іп August and Septenber 1987, Being on улса 
from University, I wan able to opend six weeks working to finance the 
trip, and 1 even got nome financial assistance [гош the Univarsity 12622 
І went with sy girifriend, so the trip мап а combination of groundhoppise 
and а more conventional hollday. Thig meant that I wasn't breaking my | 
neck £o gel round as BAny grounds as [ኮ0881:0186, As flor financial оцта 
the trip cost around 1450. £200 was spent on the ticket (£139), І рауга 
end petting from Birninpghsm to France. Ine other 2250 vas spent on 
accommodation, food, and Aoi npending, This sounds awfully cheap 

Гог в month, but ve oamped throughout, sometimes slooplng overnight on ин 
train, and we ent basically but well. Compare this with Tony Middleton e 
| £355 for a week (or two) іп Hoiland Бу aar. | 


dinge this мпп my first oortie into Europo for groundhopping, I danidod || 
not to try anything too apectacular, and not to push myself. Over tha 
course ef the month, vo travelled just over 4,500 miles (I reckon this 
выр 2,000 miles below the average distance. covered by an Inter-Railer] | 
іп only four sountrios, visiting ten grounda on the ылу; 
If this sounds modest to the point of being ከ1868, it is because I know 

2 of people who. hate 
trovelied far som 
oxtannivoly in 
Europe. At Wives 
in May, I омот нана 
a Swindon fan: Бенц 
mo өңуітк to his 
matn, "Thernm's ñ 
gane at Lille on 
enturday, Are vou 
coning?" Tales 
know of s group өт 
hoppers in ihe see 
Midl]nnüdm with a 
zpocinl intorast 38 
Бал. Gormany and 
Czaechonlovakia, rd 
an average trip Га 
thes takes in cis 
like Bohnanminnn 
Prague and F.C. 
Karl Marx Stadt. 
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ілу away, Matra-Hnaing-Paris are nt home, 1 
football watehing, with a guadric ahape and a 
таг the two-tler seating: The gate for thi 
PSU won 1-0, wam only 30,000, possibly boenuae 
гіп the same avaning, and the game was 1 
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Ме гсетталцғ out fevlsri ET of міні Грете fi РЕЈ ih: 1 t£, 
iha የ መይ ደሳ፣ዛያ мес 4ርመጠር gqibound рдсібса of Čoi Ciwea Әлетіл wad 
1 wire j | Ле "ያሰ Pg Ap “ረ የ ፈይ i d сын ч TE i" 1 0 ЦИЕ үл Епа cone Ғайа = 
fo ons Гаа uy light Палесо ONE ያ/.የዳያ suai preédusceom АРГ. йол На акне 
OWES SPOMTS FO play in tho Hampshire League Division Two, and their 
ground 1s called Westwood Park.  Cowes also has another teas, Fast Cowes 
«lam, and this famcus yachting town із situated In the north of the 
181881 (ane пар below), In May lant year, The Yachtamen ал Cowen Sports 


вте known, Colebrated their 745th anniversary, and a spocial match мап 
played batwean Cowes Sportia and East Cowea View to celebrate this fragt 
Achlevement. А special souvenir programme was issued containing 32 pages 
and {в full of excellent photographs of recent years ап well as thosa of 


earlier yearn including some fron the turn of the century. Also included 
in this souvanir programze was a complete hintory of the club and a 
Complete statistical league record since it's formation. If you would 
like в copy which 1s excellent value for money, there ara still noma 

n vail lable [гот P. Jeffery, 12 Barton Close, Whippinghas, Lalo of Wight, 


РОјЕ OLS et E] + an 20p stamped addressed envelope (9" x 6" minimum 
fice). ለዩ ргапапт, there 28 not а Clubhouse at Westwood Park, but 1 


r ር im 
one of the club's top priorities, and the club are trying to get an Р.А. 
ad 


joan to incorporate one under the main stand which በ180 haa to be ህሀ፪ኛ 


Е DI 
ed under the new fire regulations. It 1a the only stand big enough an 
the Island to cose under these new regulations. 

Both the main stand and the saller опе on the opposite side of the pitek 
ore wooden and in a pretty poor condition due to thelr аре, 

Admission to biet 654 peu spa Division 2 gamas at Watiwood Park ia just 
40р for adults, 25p for children, pensioners and cars. Cowes Sparte FC 
mioo has two other Saturday sides playing in the lale of Wight league. 

On Sundays, their undar-!B team playa in the Hampshire Youth League, the 
only Inland team in that league. [t 18 their ith gsonnon іп that сотређе 


111606 ani despite the high Lrawel 1 ing повів involved in participating, 
the Touth policy has been justified because 
Seven of the current Cireatetean have come uy 
through from the Youth Team. 
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price of your | 
train ticket 
when you 3521» 
on the esis. 
landi For the 
792 mile trip 
[rem Lonáom, 
Гог inmntasnce, 
а choAp у 
го free 
ator lo ሂጄ 
Hyde would mace 
around £15.09 9 
with a 501 
lizeount for 
raillenrd koldes 
ror daturdmy 
panga on the 
island, thors 
Are Lrains Ее 
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behind one of the gonle at Newport FC. Ң 9.25 [arrive 
plisd by Brien Chaplin. rortgmouth af 
А س‎ - . ህ Е 11,09), 09,54 
11:25), 10.25 (12.09) or 10.55 [12:25] with) oonnaeting ferry пагу сав t4 
Ryde Гог pansangers at 11.45, 12.45 and 13.45. Ferrien leave Hyde afteare 
wards at various бітеп, but 28 із baat to chock out all the tines of the 
traning and connecting ferries with the beoking sgent when purchaning the 
tickete sa times пау vary According to tine of year, ete, You cun alag 
go to Southampton and get a ferry or Hydrofcil services to Cowes 1f you 
with to теа manes on this part of the Island, 
ለ trip to the Inte of Wight ia partiaularly plonsant іп early or inte amg 
gon for Собуни, and also for strolling through the quaint villages and 
дољаћи] resorta when the weather 12 good. And with teans involved іп tae 
јаје of Wight League, Weanex от faspohire Langue, there 58 A Variety of 
ataniards and Bhylan to éhoosa from when НАҚ ҚЫ. football here, 
Whether you plan а visit to the busy capital of Newport іп the oontra of 
the Island or to the windy town of Сомев in the north or to Yarmouth rm 
over on the wiat eonat,, you'll enjoy your trip to the Isle of Wight. Хай 
if velve managed to vhot your appotite for popping over to watch попе ПЕ = 
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The main stand at Wontwood Park, Line And wm 
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With 1988 now well under way it seems ап appropriate time to take a 
quick trip around the country and see what is new ín the way of enamel 
lapel badges. I shall confine myself to enasel lapel badges as the 
cheap plastic insert-type badges found at several clube are only a 
poor substitute for the real thing and not worthy of promotion! 





As it is not practical for se to vrite to every club in the country 
each month to discover whether any new badges have been issued I am 
dependant upon yeu, Groundhopper readers, to let me knov about any 
badges you come across on your travels. Тї has been encouraging to 
receive so many letters following on from шу monthly reviews of badges 
League by League and I hope that the trend will continue so that [ can 
keep our readers up to date vith news in the Badge world. 


So, let us get moving and take а look around at what 18 new. We shall 
start іп the GM Vauxhall Conference where the main news із the des E 
awaited arrival of Fisher Athletic's new badge which I personally feel 
is quite а work of art and should prove а popular seller at Salter 
Road. The badge ín black and vhite enamel features the club crest and 
motto "nulli secundas^. Macclesfield Town promptly put me straight 
after my Conference badge review pointing out that they now had a 
badge on offer to supporters. The badge in blue and white enamel has 
obviously sold well as I have been unable to replenish my own stocks. 
At London Road ፲ have a new badge in the course of production for 
Maidstone United which will be in black and amber with the club crest 
prominent. The badge should be out at the end of March or start of 
April. My new production for Northwich Victoria was recently 
dispatched to the Drill Field and was very well received, It sees a 
complete change from the green "V" badge previously stocked, the new 
issue highlighting a rampant eagle on a white enamel background. At 
the Park View Ground Welling United have 8 new badge on offer, larger 
than their last enamel issue and at the tisse of writing eagerly 
awaited] through yours truly's letter-hox! 


In the Vauxhall-Opel, Hayes have s new badge at their Club Shop which 
፲ have not as yet seen but which will be dropping onto my door-mat 
shortly. At the end of 1987 I produced símilar shaped badges for both 
Hendon and Woking, being small shield badges with scrolls beneath. 
Collier Xov also opted ee a badge of this type for their latest issue 
which came out in December, Just recently commissioned is a new badge 
for Basildon United who decided they wished their club name to appear 
rather than just initials ав on their last badge. The new badge should 
be ready at the end of April. In red and blue enamel comes the new 
issue from Horsham FC where Гап Hands has got to grips with organising 
a Cluh Shop. At Clarence Park St. Albans City have brought out a large 
blue enamel badge with their familiar yellow cross emblem. Mitchin 
Town have overcome the problem of the missing dye for their 
distinctive canary badge and a new batch have been produced with 
different feather markings and larger initials "HTFC". 


Nothing new in the Beazer Homes League although I am in the course of 
producing a new badge for Gosport Borough as outlined in last month's 
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Groundhopper. The badge should be out around the same time as 
Maidstone's above. Varying tumours surround the production of Sutton 
Coldfield Town's new badge, which has been advertised for several 
months in the Football Programme Advertiser but which has apparently 
not yet been completed, Any news, Paul Vanes? 


One new badge ín the Building Scene Eastern League can be found at 
Braintree Town who now have a very smart badge in yellow and blue 
enamel featuring a factory, a floodlight pylon and the nickname "The 
Iron", 


In the Great Mills League problems arose vith Liskeard Athleriec's new 
badge which unfortunately omitted the "Athletic" part of the club 
name. Production vas therefore put back to square one and ጸ further 
period must be allowed before the new badge is ready, My new badge for 
Mangotafield United came out at Christmas in maroon and sky blue 
enamel, commissioned by Ron Loftus at the Club who used to be a 
supporter of Romford FC prior to their demise. Hot off the press also 
fa the new badge for Devizes Town іп red and white enamel on a gilt 
base in a small shield design. 


The only new issue in the Bank's Brewery West Midlands League is that 
to һе found at the Lamb Ground where Tamworth have a souvenir well 
worthy of their excellent Ғ.А. Cup run. 


In the Northern Premier, Gateshead have a new badge іп red and blue 
enamel combining features seen іп their last two badges. Rhyl have 
brought out a gílt badge in blue and white enamel recently: the 
"Lilywhite" badge should sell well at Belle Vue, ለ new badge is in 
course, rumour has it, at 8661 Park for Mossley FC also, Lastly, there 
was a nev issue for Eastwood Town towards the end of 1987 that vill ро 
down well with animal lovers! In white enamel it looks to me like a 
badger's head featured: perhaps it should he adopted for this column 
too, 


In the Northern Counties East League there are badges newly available 
from Harrogate Railway Athletic and Mexborough Town with a further 
production hopefully to follow from Ossett Albion in due course 80 I 
am told. In the Welsh League Cwmbran Town are to be commended for 
their recent issue which I trust will go down well in the valleys! 


So much for our look at new badges around the country. These are all 
featured on my latest badge lists among some 140 Non-League club 
badges, Lists can ከ8 obtained by SAE to те at 25 Tulip Court, Nursery 
Road, Pinner. Middlesex, HAS ЗАР 88 can details of my badge 
production services, Next month I intend to look in detail at the 
badges of the Northern Premier League; until then enjoy your football 
and keep a look out for those collection items around the country! 





Whilat we vary much encourage and 
welcome photographs of Non-League - P 
grounds ond action for inclusion in the magazine, we atrongly racomm= 
end that if you require your photos back, that you only send us a 
maximum of about ይ at а time. This іп because the process used to 
got them suitable for publishing called "soreening", іп extremely 
expensive, and therefore, we can only prepare those that we are to 
use for the folloving issue. Therefore, there may he considerable 
delay in returning large numberH of photos if they are used later on. 
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Several Non-League cluba have soved to "тен 
grounds. 48 recent seasena, but Canbridge 1% 
are unuounl іп having developed a new home 
on part of the site of their old atadius өй 
Milton Hoad, 

The ground іп about two miles from the state 
сп, but thora аға билеп from.the station Те 
he City centre, which is worth a visit 1f 
you have time to sparo. There are numerous 
ዞህ! 


bs, restaurmnts nnd cafes іп the city, жай 
" few pubs nloge to the ground, but these 
who like {0 arrive early at the ground тау 
ка: ка іс note that thera іс по Clubhouse ad 
Hugh eat Milton Road, but а Restaurant and РЕМ 






1 


—— mosbers club Which seems to be run separately from the Tooth 
alub and ін not open before the match. 


nce inside the ground, admiasion to the stand te free, which 16 just ШШ 
Wel] as there La no cover Tor spectatori, The stand ја bullt above the 
"lub offices, dressing rooms, etis, so offera оці е.а. вооа view of the 

notion. ініге іп hard atending on the other three sides, but г hank im 


mam 
а 
ሎች 


erracing, and speecth&tors behind the goals are very olona to tha 
፥ ም 


action, unlike the old graund, with it's greyhound track. Tho capacity 
ій нілтей ап 3,400, ineludinyg 400 senta, but wlth no terracing at all, 

it is difficult to imagines how gore than 4,000 at the most could get 8 
Јој « in black and white throughout, and 


has sight pagas Inserted in the 

! т. page cover, including же 
verts, ለ couple of pagas- of notas 
aro supplemented by the цача1 pene 
picturam and офа аб ов. Wo prie 
ip shown ап the covar, but а copy 
Will eost you 398 оп the day. 
|;canmbridge City have no C] 
Band there are no signa of олт орта 


E 
E 
n 
єз 
* 
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—RAWw ы айы | Bin the near future, Thero ina 
DGE і ҸҸ ТЕЬ eae еа - баг inside the ground, with 
Ж" Т ጨመመ "ГА AE Mouse burgeri and hot dogs available. 

T Wi МЕ ће ground entrance із Just orf HO 
ton Bend, and you should follow Ehe 
сіп advertising the City Hostaure 
nnt, and just around the corner Ls 
the Car Park, which tende te got 
{егу muddy in wet weather. 

If you wish to receive more inforse 

ation ігов the iB, бем І games 

and enquiries, ycu-nhould phone tha 
ub on Cambridgs 35797 

Ine Beaver Homes League Ггеніяр 

Divi , slut 13 r híitrmct bir 

гона in the 1950'в and 196078. 


In fact, nt one tima, they vere & 
auch bigger 2195 than near neligh- 
#8 bours O&mbridgs United, who, of 
ire went on to become oesbers 
tie Football Longua, anil lindoed hag 


ја spell as high as | 


“ій 
"а V 





Wouwadays, they are Lucky if thoy gm 
ҚИ) ағ £00 іс their hose ganec, 86 
this is an indication of how far 


“4 Г tr =") 49 - = d 
City have slumped in recent vera 


in 1950, over 12,000 packed into 


ТАПА? የያዖ Кей ашынан TOAN 





55 ses an ҒА Amateur Cup 3rd 
found tie sgsinst Leytonstone! 
The club gained prosotlon ta 


іе Premier Division two seamonn | 
ago after winning the Southern 
2iwiasplon (South), and their 
ether notable honour 38 to win 
the Southern League championship 
in 1964-67, 

Ihe local nevepapers include the 
abridge Evening News which 
wives coverage of both Cambridge 
City and United including matoh 
previews, photos and raporta, 
Casbridge ја 56 81168 from Lon» 
fon, and trainn leave Liverpool 
Btreat at 10,35, 11,35 and 12,3 
and 13,135, arriving an hour 
lator, with the return trains 
leaving Cambridge at 17.05 
18.05, also а óne-hour Journey, 
though you will need a taxi to 


CIT’ GROUND 
һе certain of making the earlier CITE GROUND 
train. There lo a taxi office 


suteide the ground, Once you MILTON ROAD 


have arrived at Cambridge ttnt- 

ion, go along Station Road, turn 

Fight inte Hills Road, and then 
along Hegeant Street, St.dAndrew's 
Street and Sidney BStroet. Go on 


ЈУ 


C 
A 
M 
5 
к 
| 
D 
G 
E 
c 
| 
1 
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into Bridge Street and over the 
River баш, right into Oheaterton 
Lans, then on into Chesterton 


Road, Follow the one-way signa 

and loft onto the A10. There ага 

plenty of pubs ate to choose from, as mentioned above, hut hi 
n 





Ё 
өңдей іп Тћоврвоћ Lane is the Spade k 
serving lunchtime and evening теліп. 

Wednesday ia Gambridge's usual midweak day for hose zstcham, and suitable 
trains leave Liverpool Street at 16.35, 17.3 


Р 
4 
iaket, а ісізу Cobbold 


7.32 and 17.35, arriving at 

17.39, 18.237 and 18,49 with the return at 21,55, arriving back at Liverpool 
Street nt 223,43, Dervloeés sre Alno пун јаје to Peterborough and Norwich, 
To summarise, although the ground at Milton Road 18 fairly banice- and 
Lacking in the usual clubhouss and ahop to be found at most clube at thia 
lavel, = visit here is particulariy interesting for snyons who watched а 
match at the ‘old’ ground, and alorig the Тағ mide Ггов the entrance. 


It will surely bring back some masories, and at the ssse tine vill drill 
home to you Just how much Lt has all changed sinowe thone 'graat' days of 


ата gone by. 

пе еп ally, potting hack to the point about 1003] nawapspera, apart from 
the Cambridge Evening Мама, which dcesn't have a sporis edition any nore 
ondiy, The Cambridge Woekiy Мома (128) hae no aporte coverage ^t 811, 


y 
while the Canbridgeshira Times and Merch Advertiger only covers March and 
Ghatteris Town. 
if you would like to phone the Secretary instead of the вуць for new r 
matchea anf infarmatiohn, eto, pléne contact Pater Moolator aie ile 
314632. 
The decline of Cambridge City im indeed 8 aad story, and with United 


also кітірдііпи በዘ well, thie university city with hundreds of th zn to 

яға and do 18 without a sugcmasful football team, but maybe one дау “great 
т 1 “ = ዛ a! 

daya will te back again, and whüther they aro at the Abbey Stadium cr 


Hilton Road remains to be sean, 
" Above information supplied by Hon Jones, 
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MC 


Me Engin (АҒА nem 4ቦ4484 with an watacdte Ку TREFOR 
yg ጸጩደ/፡4ዳ яң eo ылдіға A 
Iu eunnndliopsAnp udprnfusra Шилі dhe month of 
ПАРЕ е NU i ing Танаи гь So don * ያ ለአከ L4 
шеші wihowt ш ancini month, МЕМ ле“ Fike ti 
Т. - [gg al fud 


Although December 1987 was а relatively iow key uunth in terms af car 
nileaga = saving up for Christmas being a necessary priority = 1t neverthas 
leas providudl an interesting elutrh of nev grounds and one cilTl-hAngart 
story that only fellow groundhoppers will truly appreciate. 

5.12-87 : CULLOMPTON RANGERS v. CRIST VALLEY [Devon % Exetor League Pramim 
Division). Essily visible from the Му, Cullompton's Speeds Meadow ground) 
[а reasonably basic = fenced but with no cover or sesting. Raised 
ntanding elsewhere, Тһе ssall but comfortable Social Club's bar was oj 
after the match with teas and snacks Also available there st hmlf-timm. 

Ап sdjointng full-size pitch has training lights and thére ін а large car 
park outside the ground. Tonua for me was the 12-раре programme printed 
on glossy paper with rad and blue (етир colours) being prominent omn the 
front cover. I naturally grabbed a few of these! Score: 3-1 Att: ለህ. 
12.12.87 : BASHLEY v, DORKING (FA Vase 3rd Round). Joined up with Rob 
Davidson to visit hia local club and had a thoroughly enjoyable day. ТЕ" 
always interesting to visit village clubs with the vision and ability to 
progress and Bashley FC is certainly ап oxcellent example. Tha ከ681 of 
luck to all concerned, — Score: 1-0 Att: 300. (By the way, I can conf 
that a visit to "The Speckled Trout", Нем Milton is definitely worthwhile 
Having treated my wife Pau to her Christmas Theatre present tho night 
before ("Follias" = m mensage for sondone hore?), we drove down to Кааб 
bourne on the Saturday morning to visit the shops (groan!) and Eastbourne 
Town (hurray!). Having parked outsidas the ground, I wandered badk with 
shopping while Pam sought a hair appointment. Inside the Ssffrons, I nat 
the የሬይ! ብር በቆ players arriving and was asked 1፻ I'd cone for tho match, 
Siliy question, I thought. "uf eoürsa" I said. “It's offi" [I was told, 
НА thousand curses!" 1 responded. Tt appeared that Horaham YMCA had bean) 
struct down with m 'fiu virus and could not raise а side. "You can water 
[ив train if you like" offerod an Eastbourne player ፍረ yoann b 

Pausing only із 398ኛ9 an explanatory note in the car, I grabbed a taxi 

and made for Langney Bporte anticipsting that despite thin alight ከ1:8259፪ 
811 would be well in the end.  Reassured by the number of cars parked eti 
Langney I dashed into the Social Club. "Is the match ав?" 1 enquired. | 
"No, the ground's waterlogged. Are you the rof". Deciding not to сопе 
tinue thia conversation, returned to the taxi having wisely put it on | 
hold. "Flan ር* I announced. I think the mont irritating aspect of the 
Journey to Deaford was the taxi driver's aenthusiantic obsorvance of the 
Highway Code and willingness бо point out and describe various local Lend 
anrks. However, he did got me there after a briof atop to revise ау note 
ка Pam = and all was well іп the end! Excellent hospitality at Seaford 
Town who defeated East Grinstead 2-1 before a crowd of 40 in Division 2 8 
the Busssx County League, Firat-rate programme and organisation. Ugon 
| to gea thin club making progress again. It appears that despite storm 
damage, Which meant the koss of the stand. the Council will be providing 
an improved structura іп 1988, 

25-12-87 : STICKER vi ST. DENNIS (Fant Cornwall Premier League). 

A morning kick-off here, ለ few clubs іп this league print programmes, 

but Sticker ів not one of them. Тһе club із based at Ennis Farm, St. 55 
ап Road. Тһе ground is owned by the farmer and dressing-room fucilitiem 
ars located within the farm buildings. Playors and officinis then walk | 
acrons а field to reach the ground. The gig sloping pitch is fane 
ስስ ont 8148 there іа а small section of rather delapidated covered stands 
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ም prios i Еле 
ASG TII dintinctive 28-page 18 
nnd Білек photocopied cover contain 
oto ste. The line-ups here гб on page 
iro a nassive 19 pagas of adverts. 
ја а whole page on the oppoalt s. At 
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‘or that waak, a page of forthcoming games 
Bursceoupn, nnd the season's results msc 
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watching for more grent naa 
hott the season. Before you mes 
grammes, please rend the notes 
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MIDLANDS DIARY 


By Steve Pottit of lledneafard. 


Full of turkey, mince pies, and vodka, I managed to winch myself 
dut of the armchair on Dosing Day and wobble sut to the car, to begin 
my long and Hazardous trek to !laxenall Football Club, all ef nine 
milas from home, For the purists, a mid-eorning satch at this ፻ወ2!፦ 
balling eutpost ін a daunting prospect, but I wasn't in the sood to 
fool sithar pure aor daunted. llaving driven past l!Lakenall's dimunitive 
ground on numerous occasions іп the passt, the ground offered Little in 
the way of а surprise for не, Мо meats, a rusting shelter behind оло 
0581, and a aloping pitch, amd that чап /lakenall, One thing that Aird 
aurnrise Ge vaa the size of the crowd there, ая 1 ha! been given to 
understand that Diakensll were nne of those clubs who loak upon а gate 
of 90 aa a good payday, About four times that mahar watched the hove 
виде Jeck horns with '"larrisons іп a real rough and tumble local derby. 
The hasta 1656! their goalkeeper, their right vinger, and? the match, 
by ten goals to ane, 

По {дау Monday ваз me feeling fit багы! fat) cneugh to attempt tvo 
matches, Off I went to Redditch United, Tor their *sorning match with 
local private llromagrove lovers. Mov, 1 Һай been laf to believe that 
United's ground wasn't up to ouch, but I must confess that T was pleas 
antiy surprised nn this, my first visit. The ground is by no means 
exceptional, but doen offer the diacerning spectator a decent elevated 
view of the match from at іслші two sides, lromaprove deservedly won 
4-1, which meant that the Nedditch record of not having кәп а League 
match at hose all season ған safo for at least another voci or tee. 

1 sadly underestimated the dietance from Redditch to Geerstry, 
which was oy planned viswing for the afternoon. y the tise І had 
вапоштаге sy trusty steed деду frac the Redditch ares ans through 
fromsgrore, I чан left with just eighty minutes to reach the Welsh 
border town via Kidderminster, Tridgnorth, Huch апіс, and Shrewsbury. 
A distance of about sixty miles, as I recall. Paying homage to “eat 
Laaf'as famous song, 1 went like a bat of hell, and managed it with two 
minutes to траге, leaving behind ње a trail of cursing motorista, ani 
а couple of black tyre maria on the roundabout junt matalia прев у 
Dusting a gut to get there did at least prove worthwhile, ав Buxton 
rapped іп four goals and conceded just one in a match whith was always 
interesting to watch, I may well return to Victoria Ион! before the 
meason's end, a» it has a certain higgledr-niggleódy сһағе which will 
sadly sink beneath developers bulldozers this coming sumer. If you 
hawen't manage! a trip there yet, it's vell worth the sffort, partic- 
ularly as Cswestry тағ not be able to boast а senior football club пет 
year owing to unforeseen lega! problems with the new ground the club 
had intended occupy ings 

On Mew Years Day 1 again took the cowards way out amd vent Local, 
this time to larrisons, 1 thought T had moan the last of the Christmas 
turkey, but unfortunately tharo were twenty two of them on the pitch, 
and from the way they were all playing 1 knew there wan little chance 
of sealing either team get stuffed. Halesowen Harriers won by one 
scrambled goal to nil іп ለ match I've done my beat to forget. 

The following afternoon 1 gained ample compensation as 1 watched 
а fine Leek Town side defeat Stalybridge Celtic by 2 = О at Hamill Park. 
The pitch was an absolute mud bath, so all credit to both sides for this 
very good match, 1 always enjoy my visitas to the Peak District, and 
will undoubtedly return to Hamil) Park before too long. It's another 
ground which offers nothing exceptional in the way of opectator facilities, 
but has about it an air of charm and expectancy which I found quite 
infectious, I particularly onjeyed my half hour stay atop the miniature 
eliff behind the far goal, which wan ented only by a sudden squall. 

(ne word ef warning, if you're planning а trip te Leek Town and you almo 
enjoy meat and potato pies at half time:- take a otra! 
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А болда moment in the Lancing v. Eastbourne muatoh nt A | 
aunny Culver Новй earlier this season. Photo: Hick Robinaon.} 
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THIS із the Firet of a new typa of 'Club File 
article, which will appear ance every Гам 
months, or perhaps sore frequently if the 
initial response from readers is oncouraging. | 
Ап trips to the continent can be expenaive, 
1 vill be starting this series by covering 
ከጠ т the Bore accassible clubs like К.т. Oonmtande.g 
መኒ сло members of the Belgian Ird Division. 
(9; КОРР, The club маа forsed only about eight years 
ago 86 а госці оГ а merger botwesn A.D. 
| Oostende and K.V.G. OosBtende, А,П. Üosntende 
меге іп the tot Division as rocontly ми 
1976-77, but when they were rolagated, 
declining fortunes meant that they decided 
Lo merge with K.V.G, іп about !980. Номекеге 
à; the nev club has opent most of it's shart 
history in Division 3. о ЈЕ to the ground is 
828519 zo I have not included а вар. On arrival at the ferry 
tersinnl, walk іс the adjacent railway atation where you will find а Таг 
map of the town on the exterior wall of the public toilets. There are 
two groundm shown on the map, one marked "А,2.0", the other marked 
| !፪,,0. Üostende'. The present club play nt the ground marked 'A.5.0', 
во thin ia the one you want, It 12 а 30-minute walk from the ferry 
terminal, You will have to hà quick 1f you want to catch the 17.45 boat 
back to Dover after the match. With s bit of luck, you may be able to 
take the bus which passos near thé ground at 16,46, 
| This pennon the club are playing 811 their home games on Sunday's ot 
14.00; the sole exception was the first home league satch on Sth Septenbe 
1987 which kicked off at 20,00 оп Saturday night. The capacity of the 
| ground ја probably around 12,000, and there are two main Stands Joined 
to pach other, and seating 500 in each = on the west side of the ground. 
The opposite side consists of a narrow cevered terrace, while the north 
end (near the beach) has open terracing in sonewhal shoddy conditions, 
The moat modern те of the ground 18 m large cantilevar roof which cover 
ዜ largo terrace behind the south goal, It 18 ^ ground good enough far 
and if not tat Division football. If you arriva early you cnn nee fone 
wonderful shuttera on the ticket office windows, painted іп red, yellow 
and hrown = worth taking a colour photo of, 
Оп sy visit there this season, admission for the covered standing areas 
wan 160 BF. The club have regularly issued prograuses cince the merger 
(nnd probabiy before then as voll] end thie season's issue congista of 
| a staggering 80 pages on glossy paper. for the price of 35 BF. It is 
| more or leas А5 sized and aa опе sight expect, the content la mostly 
ndvertising. You will have to look тегу hard for the tesa line-ups 
which ara well hidden insidel There are p» of copier heing mold 
повіт the ground, although, аз is usual in Belpius, most spectators 
didn't bother te buy copies. 
Refreshments are available from m kiosk іп the south-west corner of the 
ground and there are numerous bars, and restaurants РР зз the railway 
station à ferry terminal. ል highly recommended visit for в groundhoppen 
partiqularly those with а limited budget or those who vant to nake a 
gradual start to groundhopping on the continent. 
Plaide let Steve and fon know whether you would like to ses further 
'Clüb-Piles' on continental clube. Readers are, of course, welcome to 
subelt similar articlea if they wich, Finally, 1 must say that I am 
indebted to 'Hoddy' of Creve for providing me with the detaila of the 
norger. 


CHRISTOPHER ASHBAIDGE 


Weft) сап uny c£ ома seudeea supply Clud-Fife ሀዳያርያጸ. ол спала џи 
селбіңеліші efuéa? ያያ іс, ጦያዘጽህቨ4ፎ dand then to йил, togetine бил photos 
of Lhe sound af рољаа ѓа, pacgrumer coves, etc, and alit mopa if uviti- 
gifc, We wit do nus Есі. Lo. Үүйшішле thee іп ፈህ፤.ዘዳያ uus, 
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NO.l FOR NON-LEAGUE TABLES, а Ма: 
| Semi-Profeasional Poctball in ENGLAND Sct 
"P HALES. Including all ҒА Competitions CUP TROP 
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Please send me issues of NON LEACH 
FOOTBALL FOCUS, starting with i 
(at 85р per issue inc. ወወ) tor- | 
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* INTERVIEWS 

TN EVERY ISSIE! 
copy, send 70р %0:- 





Organisers of the Intemational Programme Fair each year 
The monthly magazine for programme collectors 
and others interested in our national game. 
PROGRAMME NEWS — ADVERTS SECTION — 
MEMBERS LETTERS — DETAILS OF PROGRAMME 


FAIRS — COLLECTORS MEETINGS 
— MANY OTHER FEATURES — 


| Subscription £6.00 for 12 issües — overseas £7.50. 
The 100th issue was celebraled in March 1983. 
Ordinary Back Issues 50р — the 100th Issue £1.00 
| F.PD. Pennants 50p — F.PD. Badges £1.00 
For further details or to subscribe contact: 
DAVID STACEY (Editor) 
Тһе F.P.D. [Dept с-нор ] 
| 66 Southend Road, Wickford. Essex S511 BEN 
+ Telephene: [0268] 732041 


| - --- - - = 


Pisesd write your name and edar ess below and sand this form 
together with the appropriate emittance plus в large S.A.E. 
pu ісе. 
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SOUVENIRS BY MAIL ORDER 
ALL GOODS ARE FULLY GUARANTEED AND PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF POST & PACK 


Celebrate the асва of he Рале ty Durcfueanrug саз ይይርሲ/8ቋ suren range. all of Тыс ae endorsed 
whom ego on They мн эй gocd сату products, lu цртана, ad ай prices ans inci ol pp 
Ordering m meme Just comgásta the сетті ከብቁ096፡ Alan Suc wl 5805 UC woo cio nor wegh ha cuf your magaria, 
ағат eng t Роди РЕ” with a cheque or postal order, made ратаһін to алата ықы Мазанпа to 
Üreurdhonpesr Magara, 428 Merton Agad. Wandsworth. London, 8ነ 18 БАБ 
Pleuse allow 7 to 70 days Kv goce Ic arme 
Н oo anm not Fulfy көбісі. рй retam “ካሎ T4 days for a ТА 
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cr apes pou wii be кізе in EOE your Cops pe) 6:92 Phry 
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or 3tor (18.00 
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TIM O MATCH CARDS 

One of fe maos Sue анкета of 

обе Wie pesi ey ips wifi 2 መው መሠ NE 
haan? been prodoced for the match Mow wiih 
Terrarum "Munch Сатен, vou can ммр 
à 656(8ርሮወ፤ record of all the matches that you алата, 
whether 3 programma la issued се not. A complated 


“Match Card” can masey be shipped into vour prograrmrme 
ርዕቭይርፒኗም" ' : 
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Leet St 153454 x 5 Қ 
ሚመ ይጨ ሽር 
бесте | 


Ton Pentre striker Micky ue 

the Abergavenny defence to put his 

he home Welsh Cup tio at Ynys 
David Бо тв» 


= AC SE 82: ЫЕ ፦ = 


Norman Ball (ex-Wolves], now Agnt. Manager ct 
Darwen (and player) on the ball in the white 
ghorts 4 | PE LH: HW 

game at har Hoad, which the visitore won 
2=1 om 31,10. "ከዩ 5. Jackson. 
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APPLICATION FORM FOR 
12-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION TO 


THE 


CROUND- 
HOPPER 


MAGAZINE 


| would like to take out а 12-month subscription to 
Groundhopper Magazine commencing with the 


198 
issue and enclose the following: 


Please tick ( ) 


(| £10 plus 12 self-addressed sticky labels. 


| |] £7.20 plus 12 stamped addressed 
envelopes (at least A5 size). Stamps 
should be for 26p each. 


£7.20 plus 12 self-addressed sticky 
labels and 12 x 26p stamps. 


Please Note: 
If you are paying £7.20, please ensure that 26p 
stamps are provided as we cannot make up the 
difference if postage is underpaid, and this could 
cause severe delays in the magazine reaching you 
each month. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Limited period — while stocks last! 


All new subscribers will receive free Groundhopper 
Magazine ballpoint pen with chrome clip, press-stud 
and nose in yellow with red magazine logo on the 
barrel. WORTH 50p. 


Please send a sample copy of 
Groundhopper Magazine FREE OF 
CHARGE. 26p in stamps must be 
enclosed to cover postage, 





TAKE OUT A 12-MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION VOW FOR 


THE 


GROUND- 
HOPPER 


MAGAZINE 


THE 


CROUND- 
HOPPER" 


SEPT, М7. MOSSEINE 


44 PAGES 


THE MONTRLY MAGAZINE FON Tat 
INDEPENDENT ጸዐዘ-((ለዘሀ፤ TRAVELLER! 





First edition of "Тһе Grourdfhopper* 


አ c YK cc c fc coke oc yk yr oe yk A yr yC 


Now available only on 
subscription — not available 
at club shops. 


Special Offer ቶ your Subscription Form 





These are just a few of the comments we 
have received about the magazine since 
our launch in September 1987. 


“May | offer my congratulations on what 
is an excellent and very professional 


publication.” 
S.P., Hednesford 


"I must say how impressed | am by 


Groundhopper Magazine." 
A.D., Cheshire 


'"'Groundhopper Magazine is the most 
interesting and enjoyable Non-League 


magazine now available. '' 
P.G., Cheam, Surrey 


"A thousand congratulations. It is so 


crammed with content and photos.” 
С.А., Southgate, London 


"| must say your magazine is the best value 
for money publication in both League and 
Non-Leaque football that | have had the 


pleasure of reading.” 
J.B., Walthamstow, London 


“| think your magazine is excellent — just 
what Non-League football needed and | hope 


it goes from strength to strength." 
L.E.K., Chesham, Bucks. 


“Congratulations on your new magazine. 
| was very impressed and look forward to 


future editions. '' 
M.M., Solihull, West Midlands 


“Congratulations on your excellent magazine. 
| think it makes an interesting and worthwhile 


contribution to the አ መ у scene.” 
.C., Basingstoke, Hants, 


IF YOU ARE ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER OR DO 
NOT WISH TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION, 
PLEASE PASS THIS LEAFLET ON TO A FRIEND 
WHO MAY WISH TO SUBSCRIBE. 
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